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October 9, 2002 




Hon. Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
(Box AF) 



Sir: 



In response to the Office Action dated May 9, 2002, please enter the following 
remarks in the above-identified application. 



With removal of the final rejection, reconsideration and allowance of the present 
application based on the following remarks are respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-3, 5-8 and 10-11 stand rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over McGraw (US 4,851,144) and Ward (US RE 33,658), considered separately, or in 
combination with Smalheer et al. These rejections are respectively traversed for the 
following reasons. 

In order to establish a prima facie case of obviousness, the Examiner must 
demonstrate: 1) a suggestion to combine or modify the cited references to obtain the claimed 
invention; 2) a reasonable expectation of a successful combination of the references; and 3) 
that the cited art teaches all claim limitations of the pending application. See: MPEP §2143. 
The Applicants submit that the Examiner has failed to establish a prima facie case of 
obviousness because there has been no showing of a suggestion to modify the cited references 
to obtain the claimed invention. 
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